
Schedule of Meeting Times: 
 WKAC 1080 AM Sunday 7:30 AM    

 Study Sunday 10:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Morn 11:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Eve 5:00 PM 
  Singing every 2nd Sunday evening 
 

 Study Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Preacher / bulletin editor:  
 Kris Vilander, (256) 472-1065 
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org 
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org  
 
Servants during April: 

Songleader: Dwight (6), Stanley (13), 
Larry (20), Dwight (27) 

Reading: Stanley; Mike  
Announcements: Stanley 
Table: Larry, Marty, Mike M 

 

Wednesday Lesson: Kris (2), Larry (9), 
Stanley (16), Kris (23), Larry (30) 

Lawn Mowing (week starting): Larry (6), 
Kris (13), Marty (20), Stanley (27) 

Area Meetings: 
New Georgia, 20-23, David Maxson; 
Jordon Park, 20-23, Kenny Moorer; 
Ardmore, 27-30, Bill Hall;  
Piney Grove, 5/4-7, Lowell Sallee 

 
Hays Mill church of Christ 
21705 Hays Mill Road 
Elkmont, AL 35620 

“Now I rejoice in my 
sufferings for your sake, 
and in my flesh I do my 
share on behalf of His body, 
which is the church, in 
filling up what is lacking in 
Christ’s afflictions,” 
 
—Colossians 1:24 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 “Examine everything carefully…” 1 Thessalonians 5:21 NASB 
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By Bill Hall 
 

An old man was sitting on the porch 
of the community store when some 
settlers came by in their horse-drawn 
wagon. “What kind of people will we 
find in this area if we choose to make 
our home here?” asked the settlers. 
“What kind of people did you find 
where you came from?” the wise old 
man queried. “Terrible,” was the reply, 
“hard to get along with.” “That’s funny,” 
said the old man, “we have the same 
kind of people here. If I were you, I 
would probably move on.” 

After a while, another load of 
settlers stopped. The questioning 
began much as before, but this time the 
settlers could hardly say enough about 
the wonderful people they had left 
behind. To which the old man replied, 
“That’s funny—we have the same kind 
of people here!” 

People are pretty well what we 
make of them; and so is a job, a 
community, or life in general. We often 
hear of someone who “has had a rather 
unhappy life,” but then we think of 
others who have been faced with 
equally severe losses and trials who 
have not had unhappy lives at all. They 
have learned that “life is what we make 
of it”. 

The apostle Paul comes 
immediately to mind. No one could 
have been more deserving of love and 
appreciation: “I labored more 
abundantly than they all,” he wrote,  
1 Cor 15:10. Yet, no mere list of 
sufferings adequately describes the 
heartaches, disappointments, and 
setbacks experienced by this one man. 
Friend and foe alike contributed to his 
hurt. “What an unhappy life!” someone 



might think. Unhappy? No one wrote of 
“joy” and “rejoicing” more than did 
Paul. He found joy in his sufferings in 
behalf of others, Col 1:24; Phil 2:17. He 
found joy in his hope of glory, Rom 5:2. 
Paul was a happy Christian. Paul had 
learned that life is what one makes of it. 
He had learned where real happiness 
lies—that real happiness comes from 
qualities that are within, not from 
circumstances that are without; that 
real happiness comes through Christ, 
not through ideal surroundings. So, 
from his Roman imprisonment, he 
could write: “Not that I speak in respect 
of want: for I have learned, in 
whatsoever state I am, therewith to be 
content. …I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me,”  
Phil 4:11-13. Paul could take what, for 
others, would have been an unhappy 
life, and “through Christ” make a happy 
life out of it. 

What Paul teaches us concerning 
life, Barnabas teaches us concerning 
people: people are often what we make 
of them. Barnabas could see hope and 
promise where others could see only 
failure and hopelessness. He looked for 
the best in others; he believed in 
others; he could extend the helping 
hand; he was truly “the son of 
exhortation.” If the view of some 
toward their fellow-man was basically, 
“You aren’t—You can’t be—You won’t 
be,” Barnabas’ view was, “You may not 
be now, but I know you can be and you 
will be.” And people not only looked 
better when they were with Barnabas, 
they became better. People rarely rise 
above what is expected of them. People 
are to a great degree what we make of 
them. 

This writer had occasion several 
years ago to visit a friend dying with 
cancer. He found the patient alone. 
Totally absent from his room were the 
morbidness and gloom generally 
expected under such circumstances. 
The friend spoke of how wonderful life 
had been; he expressed gratitude for 
his good wife, his son, his daughter-in-
law, his brothers and sisters in Christ; he 
spoke of his faith and hope; then he 
spoke of his funeral, of his lost friends 
who would be there, of his excitement 
in knowing the gospel would be 
preached to them, and of his 
confidence that their hearts would be 
touched. The faith that had sustained 
this friend in life was shining most 
brightly in death. In death! Yes, even 
death is what we make of it. 

Faith is the key—the ability to lift 
up our eyes from the cares and worries 
of this life “to the hills, from whence 
cometh our help;” to see life in its 
relationship to eternity; to see life and 
people and job and community and 
death through the eyes of one who has 
been transformed into the image of 
Christ rather than through the eyes of 
one who has no hope. Such faith is 
worth more than all the gold in the 
world. 

Strange as it may seem, the 
question, “What kind of people and life 
and job and community do you find 
where you come from?” requires more 
self-evaluation than evaluation of 
others. Improving others starts with 
improving me! 
—via Christianity Magazine, 1987 

 

 

By What Was Noah Saved?
 

By Bobby Witherington 
 

Noah was saved by grace:  “And it 
repented the Lord that he had made man 
on earth and it grieved him at his heart.  
And the Lord said, I will destroy man from 
the face of the earth; both man and beast 
and the creeping thing and the fowls of 
the air; for it repenteth me that I have 
made them.  But Noah found grace in the 
eyes of the Lord,” Gen 6:6-8. 

Noah was saved by faith:  “By faith 
Noah, being warned of God of things not 
seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an 
ark to the saving of his house; by the 
which he condemned the world and 
became heir of the righteousness which is 
by faith,” Heb 11:7. 

Noah was saved by obedience: “And 
Noah did according unto all that the Lord 
commanded him,” Gen 7:5. 

Noah was saved by water: “…which 
sometimes were disobedient when once 

the longsuffering of God waited in the 
days of Noah while the ark was a 
preparing, wherein few, that is, eight 
souls were saved by water,” 1 Pet 3:20. 

Grace, faith, obedience and water 
all figured very prominently in the 
salvation of Noah.  No man, in his right 
mind, would honestly say that Noah was 
saved by any ONE of these items ALONE! 

Grace (Tit 2:11), faith (Heb 11:6;  
Mk 16:15,16), obedience (Mt 7:21;  
1 Pet 4:17,18) and water (1 Pet 3:21;  
Acts 8:36; 22:16) also figure prominently 
in our salvation.  How, then, can honest, 
informed men teach that man today can 
be saved by any one of these items 
alone!?  They can’t!!  Anyone who would 
so contend is either dishonest, 
uninformed or both! 
—via Christianity Magazine, 1987 

 

 Remember in Prayer  
 

Betty will try a series of shots 
before being fitted with a port to 
facilitate dialysis.  Please continue to 
remember her, as well as Deborah and 
Serenity in prayers… and Barbara; 

Carolyn; Hazel; Joshua V and family; 
Kathy M; Pam B, Julie, Kaylee and 
Violet; Mark and Vickie Horton; and 
John, Sylvia, and Paige Pollard.  


